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Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 - Section 6
The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty Report 2025

Name of Town or Community Council: Cornelly Community Council

Introduction and Context

Cornelly Community Council serves approximately 7,100 residents throughout the
villages of Cornelly, South Cornelly, Mawdlam and Kenfig. The precept for 2025-26 is
£150,000, with a community centre, Public Hall, green spaces and an allotment site
within Mawdlam.

Action Report

Action carried out to: Monitored by:
-embed biodiversity Cornelly Community Council set up the | Clerk and Full
into decision making & | Environment Working Group as a sub- Council
procurement committee in May 2024.

Cornelly Community Council have made
steps to reduce energy consumption,
making use of low energy LED lighting
and motion sensor light switches in
certain areas.

The Council has been mindful when
notified of planning applications that
there is no adverse impact on wildlife.

The Council has made plans to plant
flowerbeds in Cornelly Park as part of a
capital project planned for 2026.

-raise awareness of The Council has encouraged the Clerk and Full
biodiversity & its community to support and promote Council
importance biodiversity in the area.

The Council has supported ongoing
initiatives to benefit biodiversity,
promoting them via the newsletter and
social media platforms.




The Council have linked with
Glamorgan Bird Club, focussing on
sustaining the breeding colony of red-
listed Swifts in the local area.

An information leaflet was produced to
raise awareness of the Swifts, offering
Swift nest boxes to residents for
installation on their properties.

A public talk was arranged and given by
Glamorgan Bird Club, which was well
received by those who attended.

The Council have also been working
with Valleys to Coast (V2C) housing
association, as the Swift nesting area is
on the estate where the properties they
manage are located. Following a site
meeting with V2C the Council requested
that nest boxes are fitted to the blocks of
flats whenever there is remedial work
being carried out, and that this work be
done outside of the nesting season, to
prevent the Swifts from being disturbed.

-safeguard principal
species and habitats

Cornelly CC has funded the purchase
and maintenance of pollinator friendly
floral baskets and displays.

The Council has ensured that hedges
are only pruned outside nesting season.
Cornelly Community Council recognises
areas of habitat and forage, for
protection of wildlife; actively seeking
advice from wildlife groups for support of
key species.

The Council has encouraged allotment
holders to use alternatives to pesticides
and herbicides wherever possible.

The Council has also changed grass
cutting regimes, by reducing the number
of cuts, to encourage wildflowers and
other pollinator friendly plants to thrive
and provide foraging areas for
hedgehogs and other small mammals.
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The Council has declared Cornelly to be
‘Swift friendly” and has worked with
Glamorgan Bird Club to support and
sustain the breeding colony of Swifts
found in the area.

Working with Bridgend County Borough
Council to develop a Green Masterplan
for the area, suggestions made by the
Council and local residents that could be
developed as part of this plan, have
been put forward.

-restore & create
habitats and resilient
ecological networks

The Council have liaised with Local
Places for Nature on the planting of
native trees, wildflower/pollinator friendly
plants and the creation of “no mow”
areas within North Cornelly.

The Council have made and are taking
forward plans to create further no mow
spaces to encourage wildflowers.

The Council have improved the green
area in the community park, creating a
memorial area where a new flower bed
incorporating pollinating flowers has
been planted. There will be more plants
and flowers put into this area to improve
the biodiversity in the park.

Further work at the Community Centre
has been planned where additional
planting of trees is to be undertaken, to
benefit the well-being of the community
and improve and promote biodiversity.

Trees have been planted on green
spaces in the community by Bridgend
County Borough Council, with the
intention of the Community Council
taking over maintenance and
responsibility for these in the near
future.

The Council has successfully
encouraged residents to put up Swift
nest boxes on their properties, working
closely with Glamorgan Bird Club.
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-tackle negative
factors: for e.g. reduce
pollution, use nature
based solutions,
address invasive
species

The Council is aware of the impact of
invasive non-native species and have
taken action to report to the relevant
authorities or landowners the presence
of Japanese Knotweed.

The Council has encouraged allotment
holders to use alternatives to pesticides
and herbicides wherever possible.

Cornelly Community Council has
liaised with Land Studio in collating
information and knowledge of the local
environment for the purpose of
developing a Green Master Plan for
Cornelly.
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-use improve and
share evidence

The Council’s Environmental Working
Group, which reports to the full Council,
has met quarterly and discusses all
biodiversity and ecological issues
relevant within the community.

The Council liaises with Local Places for
Nature to access support and advice.

The Council has shared its
achievements through its newsletter and
social media platforms.

The Council has also accessed advice
from One Voice Wales for the benefit of
the biodiversity and ecosystems of the
area.
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-support capacity
and/or other
organisations

The Council has produced a newsletter
containing information as to its
biodiversity and ecological
achievements and that of other
community groups.

It has given advice relating to
eliminating and/or dealing with fly tipping
and dog fouling.

Distribution of the leaflet on Swifts, the
inclusion of information on Swifts and
arranging and promoting the talk on
Swifts has supported Glamorgan Bird
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Club in its conservation work for this
red-listed species.

Review of s6 duty

e \What has worked well?

The creation of wildflower areas and shrubs alongside new pathways, which are
thriving to create an area for insects and wildlife.

The connection with Glamorgan Bird Club and with Valleys to Coast Housing
Association, benefitting Swifts (a principal species) in particular.

The inclusion of a representative of Glamorgan Bird Club on the Environmental
Working Group which meets quarterly.

The inclusion of Council and residents suggestions in the Green Masterplan, being
delivered by Bridgend County Borough Council.

e \What have the barriers been?

Levels of specific biodiversity and ecological knowledge and expertise held within the
Council for example on the comprehensive range of principal species and habitats to
be found within the community.

Limitations within the financial and personnel resources held within the Council,
necessary to carry out all of the biodiversity and ecological actions the Council has
wanted to achieve.

What will you change?
Further initiatives will be looked into with a particular emphasis on biodiversity.

The Council will endeavour to increase its knowledge of the biodiversity of the
community, for example on the comprehensive range of principal species and
habitats to be found within it.

The Council will explore more opportunities of working closely with schools and
community groups in the local area to promote biodiversity projects that impact the
Cornelly area.

The Council will endeavour to work in partnership with specific organisations that can
help improve the biodiversity of the area.

The Council will endeavour to access external funding to support its work for the
benefit of biodiversity.




e How and when will the s6 duty be monitored and the s6 plan reviewed?

The S6 plan will be reviewed on an annual and updated accordingly, with monitoring
throughout the year by the Clerk and Councillors. The Environmental Working Group
will consider all proposed actions and how best to support their achievement.




